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BOROUGH  OF  FLINT. 


To  the  Mayor>  Aldermen  and  MeraLors  of  the  Borough  Council 

of  Flint. 

Mr,  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlomen, 


I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Report  on  the  health  of  the 
Borough  for  the  year  1957*  The  mid-year  population  was  estimated  at 
14,230,  compared  v;ith  14>210  in  1956. 

The  live-births  numbered  24I  compared  with  245  1956 > giving  a 

slight  fall  in  the  birth-rate,  which  v;as  still  above  that  for  England 
and  Wales  as  a whole.  There  were  6 still-births,  compared  with  5 
the  previous  year.  During  the  year  7 infants  under  a year  old  died, 
compared  with  13  in  1956.  Five  of  the  7 wore  under  a month  old. 

Deaths  of  residents  am.ounted  to  149  (l46  in  1956)  giving  a slight 
rise  in  the  death  rate,  vdiich  was  lower  than  that  for  the  country  as  a 
whole.  Of  the  total  of  deaths,  over  forty  percent  were  due  to  diseases 
of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system,  and  over  twenty-five  percent  to 
cancer  of  one  type  or  another.  Tho  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  v;as 
slightly  increased.  There  were  no  deaths  associated  with  pregnancy  and 
childbirth.  Deaths  duo  to  infectious  or  notifiable  diseases  included 
4 due  to  pneumonia  and  1 due  to  tuberculosis. 

Concerning  tuberculosis,  there  were  10  ne?;  pulmonary  cases  and  1 
non-pulmonary  case,  compared  with  12  and  2 in  1956. 

During  the  year,  there  v/ere  2l6  notifications  of  infectious  and 
notifiable  diseases  (excluding  tuberculosis),  the  majority  being  measles. 
There  virere  no  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  during  the  year.  There  was  one 
mild  case  of  poliomyelitis. 

Sections  C,D  and  E,  concerning  water  supplies,  sewerage,  factories* 
inspections,  sanitary  inspections,  housing  and  food  and  drugs,  were  again 
written  by  Mr,  D,I.  Kennedy,  your  Public  Health  Inspector,  to  whom  I 
continue  to  be  indebted  for  his  excellent  work  and  loyal  co-operation. 

His  work  continues  to  be  of  the  highest  standard. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  thank  all  the  officers  of  the  Council  for 
their  v/illing  help  at  all  times  throughout  the  year, 

I am,  Mr,  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

D.J.  FRASER. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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SECTION  A. 


Social  Conditions^,  includinp;  Vital  Statistics« 

Areas  6^243  statutory  acres. 

Populations  (1951  Census)  s j.4,257  3 Registrar  General’s  Estimate  at 
nid-yoL;  1957*  14,230. 

Number  of  Inha.'bited  Housess  4*048 

Average  number  of  persons  per  houses  3.515 

Population  Densitys  2,27  persons  per  statutory  acre. 

Rateable  Values  £138,562  Product  of  Penny  Rates  £543 

Vito-l  Statistics s These  are  presented  in  tabular  form.  For  purpose  of 
comparison  figures  for  last  year  are  given,  and,  where  appropriate,  the 
rates  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole. 


TABLE  I, 

LIVE-BIRTHS  --  1957. 


Males, 

Females, 

Total, 

Legitimate 

120 

117 

237 

Illegitimate 

4 

— 

4 

Total 

..  124 

117 

241 

(1956  totals  245  births). 


Live-Birth  Rate  per  1,000  populations  1956  - 17>243  1957  - 16.93| 

England  and  Waless  Live-Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population!  (provisional)- 
1956s  15.7!  1957?  16, l! 

These  figures  show  that  there  were  four  births  fewer.  The  birth-rate 
is  slightly  above  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole.  The 
Registrar  General’s  ’’comparability  factor"  of  O.98,  still  leaves  the  rate 
high,  at  16,59  1,000  population. 


TABLE  II. 


STILL-BIRTHS  - 


Males,  Females,  Total, 

426 


4 2 6 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Total 

- 2 


f ♦ 


i 


(1956  totals  5). 


Still-Bli’tli  Rate  per  IjOOO  live  and  still-Birtbss  195^  - 20,05  1957  - 24.28j 

Still-Birth  Rate  per  1^000  populations  195^  - 0*35j  1957  - O.425 


England  and  Vifaless  Still-Birth  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-birthss  1956 

23. 0|  1957  - 22.45 

The  still-birth  rate  for  the  Borough  shows  slight  change.  There  were  6 
still-births  in  1957?  compn.red  with  5 in  1956, 


TABLE  III. 


DEATH  (general)  R/iTE  - 

All  ages  (all  causes) 


Males,  Females,  Total, 

86  63  149 


(1956  totals  146), 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  populations  1955  - 11.475  1956  - 10. 275  1957  - 10,475 

England  and  Wales  3 Death  Rate  per  1,000  populations  1955  - 11.75  1956  - 

11.75  1957  - 11.55 


The  general  death  rate  shows  a slight  rise  compared  with  the  previous 
year.  There  has  been  a fall  in  the  rate  for  England  and  V/ales,  There  were 
3 more  deaths  in  the  Borough  than  in  1956,  This  crude  death  rate  is  lower 
than  the  rate  for  England  and  V/ales  as  a whole, 

DEATHS  (GEIIERAL)  ANALYSIS  - 

Examination  of  this  Table  shows  that  there  v/ere  60  deaths  due  to 
diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system,  and  38  deaths  from  cancer  of 
all  sites.  Corresponding  figures  for  the  previous  year  are  65  and  36 
respectively.  There  was  one  death  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  as  in  1956. 
Deaths  from  pneumonia,  bronchitis  and  other  respiratory  diseases  totalled 
17  (9  in  1956).  There  were  6 deaths  from  lung  cancer,  compared  with  7 in 
1956?  3 in  1955 > 1 in  1954  Q-nd  11  in  1953.  There  vras  one  death  due  to  a 
motor  accident,  and  four  due  to  other  accidents. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  non-respiratory  tuberculosis.  There  were  no 
deaths  from  diphtheria,  whooping  cough,  poliomyelitis,  measles,  meningitis 
or  influenza.  There  was  no  death  from  pregnancy,  childbirth  or  abortion. 
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Cause  of  Death 


P.  TOTAL. 


RaTE  PER  1,000 
POPULilTIOR. 


Diabetes 

1 

1 

2 

0.14 

Malignant  E'eoplasm  - Stomach 

6 

4 

10 

0,70 

- Lung  and  Bronchus 

6 

- 

6 

0,42 

- Brea,st 

— 

2 

2 

0,14 

- Uterus 

— 

2 

2 

0.14 

Other  Malignant  & Lyaphatic  Heoplasm.s 

9 

9 

18 

1,26 

Vascular  Lesion  of  Hervous  System 

5 

12 

17 

1.19 

Coronary  Disease  - Angina 

14 

5 

19 

1.33 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

3 

- 

3 

0.21 

Other  Heart  Disease 

9 

5 

14 

0.93 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

4 

3 

7 

0.49 

Pnei-imonia 

2 

2 

4 

0,28 

Bronchitis 

9 

1 

10 

0.70 

Gastritis,  Enteritis, Diarrhoea 

— 

1 

1 

0,07 

Congenital  Malformations 

1 

2 

3 

0.21 

Other  Defined  and  Illdefined  Diseases 

9 

5 

14 

0.98 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

1 

— 

1 

0.07 

All  other  accidents 

2 

2 

4 

0.28 

Suicide 

— 

1 

1 

0.07 

Le\ik;aemia,  Aleukaemia 

1 

— 

1 

0.07 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

■1 

1 

0,07 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

1 

- 

1 

0,07 

Other  Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

2 

1 

3 

0.21 

nephritis  & Hephrosis 

1 

4 

5 

0.35 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  e.bortion 

— 

— 

— 

Total  , , . , 

86 

63 

149 

TiiBIE  V. 


DEjiTHS  (MTBRRAL)  - 

Causes  associated  with  pregnancy  and  childbirth.  There  were  no 
deaths  attributable  to  these  causes  in  1957?  in  195^?  compared  with  one 
in  1955?  nnd  none  in  1954» 


TABLE  VI, 

DEATHS  (IEEuMTILE)  - i.e.  Infants  under  one  year  old  - 

Males,  Females,  Total, 

Legitimate  5^7 

Illegitimate  - - 


Total  , , 
(1956  totals 


5 

13) 


- 4 


2 


I 


Infantile  Den-th  Rate  of  logitiDatc  babies  per  1,000  legitiiri.ato  birthss 

1953  - 28.225  1954  - 27.235  1955  - 21.185  1956  - 51. 945  1957  - 29.535 

Inf.antile  Doatli  Rate  of  illegitiiriate  b 'bies  per  1,000  illegitimate  birthss 

1953  - hil5  1954  - hil5  1955  - bil5  1956  - 71.425  1957  - Ml} 

Infantile  Death  Rato  xjer  1,000  livv^-births  (legitimate  and  illegitimate)! 
1953  - 26.6I5  1954  - 26.02}  1955  - 20.32}  1956  - 53.065  1957  - 29.04} 

England  and  l/ales.  Infantile  Death  Rate  per  1,000  live-births  (legitimate 
and  illegitimate)!  1953  - 26.85  1954  - 25.55  1955  - 24.9}  1956  - 23.8} 

1957  - 23.0} 

The  infantile  death  rate  for  England  arid  Wales  reached  a new  low  record 
of  23.0  per  1,000  live-births.  The  rate  for  Flint  Borough  shows  a fall. 
There  was  no  death,  o.mong  illegitimate  babies  under  one  year  old.  Of  the  7 
infants  who  died,  5 were  under  a month  old.  The  commonest  causes  of  death 
v/ere  prematurity  and  congenital  deformity. 


SECTIOIT  B. 

Health  Services  for  the  Borough  provided  by 
other  Authorities, 

Ambulance  Facilities!  Provided  by  the  County  Council.  An  ambulance  is 
available  in  Flint  on  a 24-hour  service.  Transport  for  all  cases  is  provided 
by  the  Ambulance  Department,  which  is  acbninistered  by  the  County  Health 
Department , 


Homo  ITursing  ) 

Hom.e  Help  ) Service  provided  by  the 

Midwifery  in  the  Horae  ) County  Council 

Health  Visiting  ) 

Tuberculosis  Health  Visiting  ) 

Vaccinations  By  arrangement  with  the  Local  General  Medical  Practitioners,  or 
by  the  Medical  Officer  on  request. 

Treatment  Clinics  and  Centres!  The  following  Table  gives  particulars  of  the 
Centres  and  Clinic  at  which  facilities  for  consultation  and/or  treatment  are 
available  to  the  residents  of  the  Borough, 
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Clinic, 

Tuberculosis 8 

(Provided  by  the  Reg- 
ional Hospiial  Board), 

Ante -Ratal 8 

(Provided  by  the 
County  Council), 


bates. 'and  Tines  of 
Oponing, 


CottagG 
Oakland 
at  the 


Hospital j Holy'yell, 
s,  Quee.nsferry,  and 
Chest  Clinic,  "''re xham , 


Every  Tuesday  10,30-a,m, 
Eve  r y We  d , 1 0-a , m , 


The  Clinic,  Boro’  Grove, 
Flint , 

Tabernacle  Schoolroom, 
Bagillt, 


1st  & 3rd  Thursday  of 
month  9.30-a,m,  - 12noon, 
1st  & 3rd  Thursday 
l,30-p,m.  - 4.30-p.m, 


Ophthalnio  Clinics g 

(Provided  by  the  The  Clinic,  Holywell 

County  Council), 

Row  Clinic,  Shotton, 


2nd  & 4th  Tuesdays  of  the 
month  by  appointment, 

1st  & 3rd  Mondays  by 
appointment , 


Infant  Welfare 
and  Post  Ratals 

(Provided  by  the 
County  Council), 


School  Clinics 

(Provided  by  the 
County  Council), 


The  Clinic,  Boro’  Grove, 
Flint , 

Tabernacle  Schoolroom, 
Bagillt , 


The  Clinic,  Boro’  Grove, 
Flint. 


Every  Monday  1,30— 4*30-p.m, 
Medical  Officer  attends  2nd 
& 4dh  Monday  each  month, 
Thursdays  1, 30,-4, 30-p,m, 


Every  Tuesday  9*30-a,m, 
- 12  noon. 


Diphtheria  & ^/hooping 
Cough  Immunisations 

(Provided  by  the 
County  Council). 

Ant  i-Po  1 ioniye  litis 


The  Clinic,  Boro’  Grove, 
Flint, 


2nd  Friday  each  month 
9,30-a,ra,  - 12  noon. 


Immunisationg 

At  all  clinics  by  appointment. 


Orthopaedics 

(Provided  by  the  Reg- 
ional Hospital  Board), 


Holy7/ell  Cottage  Hospital, 

Shotton  - Rew  Clinic, 
Central  School, 


2nd  & 4dh  Friday  each 
month  10-a.m,  - 12  noon, 
1st  & 3rd  Wed,  each  month 
10-a.m,  - 12  noon. 
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Dates  and  Times  of 

Clinic«  Situation, Opening?, 

3.C.G.  Immunisation 
against  TuDorcuIosisg 

(For  children  hetv/cen  13-14  Thds  is  done  in  school,  with 
years),  the  consent  of  the  parents. 


Dentals 

(Provided  hy  the  County 
Council ) , 


The  Clinic,  Boro’  Grove, 
Flint , 


Tuesday  9.30-a,m,  and 
other  days  (hy 
appointment ) , 


Other  Clinic  facilities  include  - 

Ultra-violet  therapy  - at  Holjn.vell 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinic  - " " 

Speech  Therapy  Clinic  - hy  arrangement. 


Hospital  Accommodations  This  is  provided  hy  the  Regional  Hospital  Board, 
Facilities  are  available  at  Flint  Cottage  Hospital,  Residents  are  also 
admitted  to  other  hospitals  in  the  Region, 


SECTION  C, 

Public  He.''\lth  Services  provided  hy  the  Borough  Council, 


VJa,ter  Supply s The  Borough  continued  to  enjoy  the  advantages  of  a pure,  safe  and 
ample  water  supply  during  the  year.  That  this  amenity  is  taken  for  granted  hy 
such  a large  proportion  of  the  public  is  not  surprising  in  view  of  the  very  few 
occasions  during  the  last  few  years  upon  which  it  has  been  necessary  to 
restrict  the  supply.  There  now  seems  to  he  no  doubt  that  the  Coiincil  will 
cease,  in  the  forseeahle  future,  to  bo  directly  responsible  for  the  v/atcr 
sui:iply  to  the  Borough, 

The  number  of  water  sanp^les  taken  was  112  compared  with  73  during  the 
previous  year.  Of  these,  90  v/ero  taken  from  the  public  supply  and  the  remaining 
22  from  private  sux)plies  and  for  special  purposes  (e.g,  tracing  of  leaks)  all 
the  samples  of  the  public  supply  that  v/ero  taken  for  Chemical  analysis  were 
satisfactory,  but  of  those  ta,ken  for  bacteriological  examination  3 were 
unsatisfactory,  Desjnte  extensive  re-sampling  from  the  sane  and  adjacent 
■points  on  the  mains  no  further  bad  results  were  recorded.  The  interesting 
point  about  the  throe  unsatisfactory  samples  was  that  they  were  taken  from 
properties  served  by  different  service  reservoirs  and  yet  samples  taken  from 
the  service  reservoir  concerned,  on  the  same  days,  v/ere  satisfactory, 
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I an  unatle  to  offer  any  other  explanation  than  that  the  samples  may  have 
“been  accidentally  tampered  v/ith  during  transit* 

ITo  useful  pi.irpose  vjoula  ho  served  hy  giving  details  of  the  22 
samples  that  were  taken  from  private  supplies,  I would  point  out, 
however,  that  considerahle  difficulty  was  experienced  with  a deep  well 
suT-'ply  in  the  Oakenholt  area,  Itfe  bacteriological  state  which  had 
previously  been  safe  and  static  for  many  years  suddenly  showing  considerable, 
and  extremely  disconcerting,  variability.  This  variability  has 
continued  up  to  the  writing  of  this  report  and  I can  only  ijresume  that 
the  feed  waters  of  the  well  are  now  being  subjected  to  occasional  fairly 
heavy  doses  of  pollution.  Since  it  is  a deep  well  that  is  involved  it 
is  only  possible  to  hazard  a guess  as  to  the  possible  cause  of  such  pollution 
hut  it  may  well  be  that  the  open  cast  coal  mining  operations  Virhich  are 
taking  place  Just  outside  the  Borough  may  have  some  bearing  on  the  subject. 


Sowers  and  Sewerages  Apart  from  some  small  extensions  to  the  existing 
sev/ers  no  now  main  sov/erage  work  was  carried  out  during  the  year,  A great 
deal  of  i-)reparatory  v/ork  was  done,  ho’wover,  in  connection  with  a scheme 
which  involves  the  closing  of  the  cxtr^^uiely  unsatisfactory  small  works  at 
Manor  Pai-k  and  tlio  pumping  of  the  sewage  from  this  estate  to  the  Bagillt 
Station  works.  It  is  sincerely  hoped  that  work  will  start  on  this  scheme 
in  1959 » Preparatory  work  was  cJso  done;  in  connection  with  the  e:^rtremely 
large  Oakenholt  scheme  and  it  v/as  decided  that  the  Bryn-y-Garreg  areas 
to  be  dealt  with  separately  from  the  remainder  of  Flint  Mountain  by  means  of 
a very  small  works.  The  problem  of  sewage  is  at  its  very  worst  in 
Bagillt,  All  drainage  from  properties  on  either  side  of  the  main  road  has 
now  to  go  to  ditches  which  ultimately  discharge  to  the  river,  Ov/ing  to  the 
absence  of  anything  like  a reasonable  flov/  these  ditches  are  extremely 
sluggish  and  ineffective,  for  the  most  part  resembling  stagnant  sewers. 

The  completion  of  the  sewerage  scheme  in  Bagillt  is  undoubtedly  of  the 
utmost  urgency, 

Tov/ards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council's  grant  aid  scheme  for  the 
conversion  of  pail  and  other  types  of  closets  to  water  closets  came  into 
operation.  To  start  with  the  number  of  applications  for  the  grant  were 
very  small  and  came  almost  exclusively  from  owner/occupiors.  However, 
the  provisions  of  tho  scheme  are  widely  known  and  many  more  ovmers  are 
seeking  to  take  advantage  of  it.  It  is,  of  course,  hopelessly  uneconomical 
to  provide  new  sowers  unless  they  are  used  to  the  fullest  possible  extent. 

To  have  sewers  available  and  to  pay  for  the  cost  of  nightsoil  collection 
does  not  merely  mean  that  the  same  thing  is  being  paid  for  twice  but  means, 
in  effect,  that  tho  ratepayers  are  paying  for  t?;o  services,  one  being 
up-to-date  and  hygienic,  and  the  other  hopelessly  archaic  and  insanitary, 
and  having  made  these  two  payments  are  then  choosing  the  inferior  article. 
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PulDlic  Clcansiri/S 


(a)  House  refuse  collection  and  disposals  These  services  ran  very  sraoothly 
indeed  during  the  year,  the  only  real  difficulties  being  due  tio  vehicle 
breakdo\TOS,  Though  the  vehicles  are  alv/ays  back  on  the  road  v/ithin  a 
fev;  hours  these  delays  can  throw  a collection  round  conpletely  out  of 
schedule.  It  would  undoubtedly  be  greatly  tv)  the  Council’s  advantage  to 
ovm  a third  vehicle,  p.articularly  in  view  of  the  a^^  of  the  present  ones, 
and  towards  the  end  of  the  yer.r  a new  vehicle  was  demonstrated.  This 
vehicle,  of  the  fore  and  aft  tipping  type,  was  seen  to  possess  several 
adva,ntages  over  the  side  loading  types  as  at  present  used.  Unfortunately 
its  /proo.t  weight  caused  it  to  sinlc  on  every  occasion  that  it  was  taken  to 
the  tip  and  in  view  of  this  the  Coimcil  decided  to  purchase  a new  side 
loading  vehicle.  This  will  be  diesel  engined  and  will  have  a much  improved 
chassis  and  cab  as  compared  with  the  present  vehicles. 

Apart  from  the  cost  of  day  to  day  la,bour  on  the  tips  the  main 
exi)ense  in  connection  with  refuse  disposal  is  the  provision  and  spreading 
of  coverage.  During  the  year  several  hundreds  of  loads  of  soil  from  the 
Prince  of  Ualcs  Avenue  extension  7/orks  were  taken  to  the  tip  and  spread 
mechanically.  This  grevOtly  improved  the  appearance  of  the  site  and  it  is 
unfortunate  tho,t  such  vast  quantities  of  soil  are  not  available ' every  year 
since  the  expense  of  perfect  coverage,  when  it  has  to  be  bought* is 
prohibitive, 

(b)  Mpghtsoil  collection  and  disposalg  This  service,  undoubtedly  the  most 
essential  of  all  the  public  cleansing  services,  v^as  continued  tliroughout 
the  year.  I hope  that  within  the  next  few  years  the  provisions  of  new 
sev^ers  and  the  continuance  of  grants  towards  the  conversion  of  pail 
closets  7/ill  ensure  that  the  amount  of  this  work  will  be  greatly 
decreased, 

(c)  Salva.ge  collection  and  sale?  In  this  sphere  another  extremely  difficult 
yea,r  ended  with  little  prospect  of  any  real  improvement,  Tlie  price 
received  for  mixed  wastepaper  has  been  reduced  by  more  than  tv/o  thirds  in 
the  past  six  years  and  v/ages  and  overheads  have  continued  to  rise,  I am 
afraid  that  the  removal  of  quotas  by  the  Mills  wall  come  too  late  and 
that  the  only  thing  that  wall  make  the  salvage  of  w/astepaper  a profitable 
proposition  in  an  authority  such  as  this  will  be  a considerable  increase 
in  the  price  received, 

(d)  Street  Cleansings  Ho  difficulties  were  encountered  in  this  connection 
and  the  regular  and  systematic  cleansing  of  street  gullies  has  paid 
dividends  in  the  form  of  freedom  from  the  minor  floods  that  used  to  occur 
in  several  parts  of  the  Borough  following  heavy  rains,  I am  not,  of  course, 
referring  to  the  major  floods  which  have  occurred  in  the  past  few  years 

due  to  sev/er  overloading  and  similar  factors. 
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(e)  Street  CIoan!3in,^8  The  mechanical  sweeper  again  gave  first  class 
service,  and  is  undouhtedly  one  of  the  finest  investments  that  the 
Council  have  ever  made, 

(f)  ^ ic  tanle  and  cesspool  emptyings  Since  ceasing  to  hire  out  the 
vehicle  to  empty  septic  tanks  outside  the  Borough  it  ha,s  heen  possible 
to  give  a very  much  better  service  to  the  owners  of  i'>lants  in  the  area. 
It  is  now  usually  only  a fov/  days  between  the  receipt  of  a request 

for  ernptjring  and  the  carrying  out  of  the  work. 

Rodent  Controls  The  nuiuber  of  infestations  by  rats  or  mice  increased  very 
slightly,  the  figure  for  1957  being  108  t?.nd  for  the  previous  year  104. 

Tha,t  this  service  has  operated  so  smoothly  during  the  year  is  mainly  due 
to  the  efforts  of  the  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector,  Mr,  L,  Graham, 
who  has  been  largely  responsible  for  it  since  he  took  up  his  duties. 

Generally  speaking  there  are  no  areas  of  high  infestation  in  the 
Borough  as  one  finds  in  the  larger  cities,  but  rather  small  areas  of  low 
infestation  which,  whilst  a treatment  v/ill  usually  prove  extremely 
effective,  are  apt  to  become  re-infested  comparatively  quickly.  Both  in 
Flint  and  Bagilt  there  are  numerous  disused  systems  of  piping  and  culverts, 
originally  laid  for  a variety  of  purj.oses,  which  make  perfect  rat  lines. 
Again,  much  of  the  drainage  in  the  Borough  that  is  nov/  in  use  is  extremely 
ancient  and  this  fact  mediates  agrdnst  the  extermination  of  the  rat 
population.  Apart  from  the  fact  that  rats  and  mice  are  carriers  of  disease, 
the  wastage  of  food  stuffs  which  they  cause  is  a serious  drain  on  the 
nations  economy  and  hence  on  that  of  every  individual  citizen,  I again 
appeal  to  the  public  to  report  an  infestation,  hov/ever  slight,  to  the  Public 
Health  Department  immediately. 

Domestic  Pollutiong  This  is,  I think,  a time  to  take  stock  of  the  position 
on  this  subject  so  that  we  may  see  quite  clearly  what  oior  object  should  be 
in  the  future.  Direct  control  over  pollution  by  f-umes  is  not  in  the 
Council’s  hands  and  however  strongly  one  may  feel  as  to  the  adequacy  or 
otherwise  of  the  existing  methods  of  control  the  unfortunate  fact  remains 
that  all  efforts  made  at  the  highest  levels  by  such  bodies  as  the 
Association  of  Municipal  Corporations,  to  prevent  the  removal  from  local 
authorities  hands  of  further  powers  in  connection  with  factories,  etc,  under 
the  Alkali  Acts  have  ijroved  lo.rgely  unfruitful,  I cannot  see  that  this 
trend  can  possibly  be  reversed  in  the  forsoeable  future.  In  this  Borough  we 
have  been  left,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  vdth  powers  in  respect  of 
domestic  smoke  pollution,  I firmly  believe  that  this  is  a task  which  can  be 
better  tackled  by  local  government  than  any  other  body,  ?v'c  must,  I think, 
accept  that  the  open  fire  is  bound  to  remain  extremely  popular  despite  its 
extravagence,  inefficiency  and  dirtiness,  for  at  least  a further  decade. 

If  this  point  is  accepted  then  there  is  ,.mly  one  possible  way  in  which  the 
cause  of  clean  air  can  be  advanced  when  thinking  of  domestic  pollution  this 
being  by  the  use  of  smokeless  fuel.  This  fuel  m.ust  be  free  burning  and 
obtainable  at  a reasonable  pjrice.  If  it  is  also  clean  to  handle  (as  is 
the  case  with  most  fuels  of  this  tyioe)  and  is  consistent  in  quality  (v/hich 
is  not  so  easy  to  achieve)  there  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  the  public 
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public/ 

v'ill  oventuully  prefer  if  to  bit\r_iinous  coal.  If  it  could  be  supplied  in 

double  wall  pap.r  sucks  .vbich  could  be  stacked  ncntly  in  the 

fuel  store  then  the  problem  ou'  th.  increased  voluiriO  in  ^ 

with  most  smokeless  fuels  would  be  easily  overcome,  I tnink  tnat  ..11 

matters  rust  be  ^iven  thought  if  our  ultimate  aim  for  a smoKe  free  atmosphere 

if IvS  tff  fmfl  roality.  The  problem  is  largely  one  of  education  initially 

. + +n -1  --nhi  i r*  t^  over  niybt  what  has  been  the  habit 

and  one  cannot  expect  the  public  t^  cn..n.,e  oyer  nx^i  ^ tones'' 

of  centuries,  I am  only  too  well  av;ar-  ot  le  .^^c  2±t  but  one  must 

in  urban  areas  are  of  extreme  value  in  the  campaign  f worf 

not  regard  them  as  the  universal  panacea.  in  m..st  ^ ^ ^ 

education  and  enforcement  m.ust  go  hand  in  hand  and  to  attempt  to  use  one 

v/ithout  the  other  is  to  court  failure. 


SECTION  D. 


Housln-’s  Mow  houses  during  1957.  u total  of  46  new  Council 
of  which  521  had  been  built  since  1945. 


at 

No.  of  applicants? 

No,  in  rojms  and  overcrowded? 

No.  in  rooms  not  overcrov;ded? 

No.  in  structurally  separate  dwellings 
and  overcrowded? 

No.  in  structurally  separate  dtiirellings 
and  not  overcrowded? 

No,  of  applicants  req.uiring  old  people's 
dwellings? 


12.56, 

o,t  31.12.57 

486 

401 

141 

100 

119 

109 

99 

69 

127 

123 

44 

43 

Once  ago.in  it  is  pleasing  to  record  that  the  Housing 
most  sympathetic  to  ths  special  oases  that  l have  brought  to  their  notice 
I greatly  appreciate  their  continued  assistance. 

Progress  of  new  housing  in  ths  iorough  during  the  year  is  indicated  by  the 
following  figures ?- 


No.  of  houses  completed  in  1957s 

(a)  Council  - 46 i (b)  Private  enterprise  - 17 i (<=)  Total  - 63) 

At  the  end  of  the  year  a further  44  Council  houses  and  16  private  houses 
were  under  construction, 

Existing  Houses  if  SeSaf  ^ar^^^ 

:,srnroh”l ““wok, "which  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  could  not 


11 


not/ 


possiloly  have  loeen  carried  out  if  an  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector 
had  not  been  appointed.  The  work  of  slum  clearance , which  is  both 
complex  and  exacting,  must  be  given  adequate  time  and  thought.  Every 
detail  about  it  must  be  done  properly  since  the  consequences  of  quite 
minor  errors  could  be  disastrous.  Pour  clearance  orders,  covering  30 
houses  were  made  and  although  none  of  the  occupo,nts  were  rehoused  in 
1957  it  was  only  the  delay  in  the  completion  of  now  houses  which 
prevented  this.  The  first  removals  actually  took  place  early  in  1958» 

The  Council  decided  to  purchase  the  land  included  in  six  of  the 
Clearance  Areas  a,nd  in  every  case  it  -was  possible  to  arrange  the 
purchase  by  agreement.  This  is  not  at  all  likely  to  be  so  in  the  case 
of  several  areas  to  be  dealt  with  shortly  and  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders, 
with  their  additional  complic.ations,  will  undoubtedly  be  necessary. 

The  redevelopment  in  Castle  Ward  is  to  be  the  first  of  what  will 
certainly  be  the  bi.^;gest  changes  that  the  "old"  to^'ini  of  Flint  has  seen  in 
several  hundreds  of  years.  The  scheme  for  the  redevelopment  of  the  Town 
Centre  is  undoubtedly  ambitious  but  the  rehousing,  in  immeasurably  better 
conditions,  of  its  occupants  will,  in  the  long  run,  bring  greater  benefits 
to  the  Borough  than  the  creation  of  an  urban  sprawl.  It  is  extremely 
pleasing  that  such  a very  real  start  has  been  made  on  slum  clearance. 

The  v/ork  that  has  been  done,  however,  is  very  small  when  compared  with  the 
total  problem  and  tho  present  high  rate  of  progress  will  have  to  be 
maintained  for  at  least  another  seven  years  if  the  slum  clearance 
programme  is  to  be  completed. 

Apart  from  the  demolition  of  unfit  properties  the  Council  have  a 
huge  problem  in  the  shape  of  the  7OO  houses  which  were  classified  as 
borderline  cases  when  the  housing  survey  was  carried  out  in  1954/55*  If 
these  houses  continue  to  deteriorate  another  slimi  clearance  programme 
Y/ill  be  necessary  imraodiatcly  the  present  one  is  completed.  It  vrauld  be 
extremely  unfortunate  if,  because  of  the  lack  of  action  to  preserve  these 
houses,  this  turned  out  to  be  the  case.  There  are  several  ways  in  which 
this  state  of  affairs  could  be  prevented.  Extensive  use  would  have  to 
be  made  of  the  powers  contained  in  Part  II  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957 > v/hich 
provide  for  the  carrying  out  of  extensive  repairs  to  sub-standard  property. 
The  question  of  improvement  grants  has  been  considered  by  the  Council  on 
several  occasions  and,  whilst  they  m*ay  be  expensive,  their  discriminate 
use  would  certainly  result  in  the  salvaging  of  many  houses  v/hich  v/ill 
otherwise  become  slum  property  which  tho  Council  will  have  to  replace  by 
building  further  Council  houses, 

A v/elcome  measure  during  tho  year  was  the  introduction  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1957?  a statute  v/hich  did  not  give  any  additional  or  alternative 
pov/ers  but  consolidated  the  mass  of  legislature  dealing  v/ith  housing. 
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SECTION  E. 


Food  and  Dru^"Sg 

Milks  In  vlevj  of  the  gront  nrnount  of  time  there  has  to  he  spent  on  taking 
samples  of  milk  and  the  difficulties  experienced  during  the  last  few  years 
in  complying  with  the  regulations  for  the  collection  and  delivery  of  milk 
sa,mples  none  were  taken  during  the  yco,r.  The  time  saved  was  spent  on  the 
inspection  of  food  premises  which  undoubtedly  had  mere  beneficial  results. 

There  are  groat  chants  taking  place  in  the  milk  industry  as  far  as 
distribution  is  concerned.  The  collection  of  raw  milk  by  bulk  tanlcers  as 
opposed  to  the  system  using  churns  certainly  has  its  disadvantages  at  the 
moment,  but  these  will  undoubtedly  be  overcome.  The  delivery  of  milk  in 
bottles  will,  I think,  decrease  rapidly  during  the  next  few  years  as  the 
totra  pack  system  becomes  more  popular.  The  unanimous  use  of  such  a system 
of  non-returnable  containers  v/ill  have  great  advantages  to  both  retailers  and 
consumers.  It  ivould  seoLi  that  the  public  arc  not  now  so  interested  in  a 
visible  cream  line  a,nd  this  will  undoubtedly  speed  the  use  of  the  tetra  pack. 


Ico-cream§  There  is  still  only  one  ice-cream  manufacturer  in  the  Borough  and 
the  heat  treatrnenb  method  is  used. 

Five  samx)l-es  of  ice-cream  were  taken  during  the  year,  four  which  were 
Provisional  Grade  I and  one  Provisional  Grade  II,  these  results  are 
satisfactory. 

Food  Premises s 


Cafes,  Canteens  & Snack  Barss  12 
Grocery  shops s 40 
Pish  & Chip  shops;  6 
Sv/oet  shops;  13 
Greongroceryg  8 
Butchers;  14 
Pislimongors;  2 
Bakeries;  4 
Ice-cream  manufacturers;  1 
Dairies;  1 
General;  12 


Total  , , , , 113 


It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I am  able  to  report  that  the  routine 
inspection  of  food  premises  started  again  early  in  the  year,  after  a lapse  of 
four  years.  This  would  not  have  been  possible  if  an  Additional  Public  Health 
Inspector  had  not  boon  appointed.  Generally  speaking  the  trade  was  co-operative 
and  many  real  improvements  v/ere  accom.plished.  Unfortunately  results  of  this 
work  arc  rarely  soon  by  the  public  since  m.ost  of  the  improvements  are  required 
in  rooms  other  than  those  where  the  actual  sale  of  food  takes  place. 


Evon  though  the  heart  may  not  grieve  for  what  the  eye  cannot  see,  if  food 
hygiene  is  not  up  to  standard  the  stomach  will  certainly  do  so.  The 
greatest  factor  militating  against  the  practice  of  preventive  medicine 
is  that  its  successes  can  only  he  gauged  hy  an  immeasurable  criterion, 
tlmt  of  protection  from  the  diseases  and  discomforts  that  preventive 
medicine  seeks  to  achieve,  Insiiection  of  food  premises  is  a very 
valuable  part  of  preventive  medicine.  It  is  hard  slogging  work  v/hich 
produces  results  that  cannot  be  measured  in  pounds,  shillings  and  pence, 
in  a world  that  has  difficulty  in  reconciling  its  economical  resources 
with  its  desire  to  progress  and  consequently  attempts  to  measure  the 
worth  of  far  too  ma,ny  things  on  o,  money  basis. 


Unsound  Foodg  The  following  food  stuffs  were  examined  and  found  to  be 
unfit  for  human  consimption. 


lb. 

oz. 

Tinned 

meat 

159 

3 

M 

fruit 

47 

6 

M 

vegetables 

92 

5 

II 

jam 

12 

0 

It 

milk 

33  pints  equivalent 

Pish 

22 

8 

Meat 

2 

4 

Cakes 

2 

0 

Ice-cream 

764  portions 

Total  , , , , , 

337 

10 

Legal  proceedings  were  taken  against  one  food  trader  during  the  year, 
this  followed  the  seizure  of  unsound  food  in  his  ijossession. 


Meat  Inspections  Only  one  private  slaughterhouse  was  in  use  during  the 
year  and  the  nun:ber  of  animals  killed  weis  as  follows §- 

Beast ss  60 

Calve sg  2 

Pigsg  600 

Sheeps  689 

All  animals  were  inspected  post  mortem.  This  necessitated  123  visits 
of  which  only  I4  were  made  during  normal  working  hours. 

The  following  table  gives  serni-detcailed  results  of  these 
inspectionss- 
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Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

C07/S 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

60 

Nil 

2 

689 

600 

Nil 

Number  inspected 

60 

2 

689 

600 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

and  Cysticerci 

V/hole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

5 

Nil 

14 

94 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci 

8.3 

Nil 

2.03 

16 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole-  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

4 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  v/ith 
tuberculosis 

6,6 

Nil 

Nil 

,66 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

SECTIQU  F« 


Prevalence  of?  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other 
Notifiable  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis)  - 1957* 
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TABLE  X 


Na,mes  of  Disease, 

Cases 

i notified. 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

(-) 

Whooping  Cough 

9 

(77) 

Acute  Pneum.onia 

6 

(3) 

4 (3 

Measles 

195 

48) 

Dysentery 

1 

(5) 

- 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

— 

(-) 

- 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

Fpod  Poisoning 

— 

(6) 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

(3) 

-> 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

(l) 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

— 

Total  , , 

216 

(184) 

(Tho  figures  in  Lrackots  are  those  for  195^)« 


From  Table  X it  will  be  seen  that  there  was  a slight  increase  in  the 
prevalence  of  infectious  diseases.  Most  of  the  measles  cases  occurred  in 
tho  second  and  third  quarters  of  the  year,  and  v/hooping  cough  in  the 
first  quarter. 

There  was  no  recurrence  of  the  gastro-enteritis  (or  food  poisoning)  of 
the  previous  year.  Most  of  the  measles  cases  occurred  in  children  between 
tho  ages  of  three  and  nine  years.  There  was  a narked  fall  in  the 
incidence  of  ?/hooping  cough.  Parents  are  encouraged  to  have  their  children 
protected  against  this  very  disabling  disease.  Three  injections  at  monthly 
intervals  are  enough  to  protect  a child  a,gainst  both  diphtheria  and 
whooping  cough. 

There  v/ere  four  deaths  from  pneumonia,  compared  with  three  in  1956, 

One  case  of  poliomyelitis  occurred  in  a child  of  four.  There  was  no 
history  of  illness,  but  the  girl  developed  a limp.  She  was  treated  at  home 
and  made  an  excellent  recovery.  One  virtue  in  having  wet  sunmers  appears 
to  be  that  very  few  casos  of  poliomyelitis  occur.  During  hot  weather, 
children  travel  afield,  they  mix  with  visitors  and  often  food  hygiene 
standards  are  lowered,  all  of  which  increases  the  risk  of  exposure  to 
infection.  The  campaign  to  protect  children  against  poliomyoljtis 
continued.  By  the  end  of  the  year  3 >767  children  had  been  protected  in 
the  County  as  a whole. 


Analysis  of  Kotifiable  (infectious) 
Diseases, 


TABLE  XI. 
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Disease , 

I'Tumher 
of  the 

0 

f Cases  notified 
fges  immediately  h 

as  having  occurred 
olow  specified. 

among 

persons 

Under 

1 

1- 

2- 

3- 

4- 

5-9 

10-14  15-24 

25  Sc 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

mm  — 

over 

3 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

9 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— — 

— 

1 

Measles 

6 

20 

21 

31 

38 

75 

2 2 

— 

195 

Dy sent ary 

- 

— 

- 

- 

1 

- 

— _ 

— 

1 

Under  5 

5-14 

15-44  45-64 

65  and  over 

Pneumonia 

2 

1 

1 1 

1 

6 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Total 

216 

TABLE 

XII.  - 

TUB3RCUL0SIS. 

Hew  Cases  Notified  in  1957* 


Age- 

Groups 

Respiratory 
Males,  Female D, 

Hon-Respiratory 
Males,  Females, 

Under  5 years 

— 

- 

- 

- 

5-14  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15-24  years 

- 

2 

- 

1 

25-44  years 

2 

4 

- 

- 

45-64  years 

1 

- 

- 

— 

65  and  over 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Unknovm 

— 

— 

— 

- 

All  ages 

4 

6 

1 

There  was  1 death  from  pulmonary  tuherculosis,  compared  with  1 in  19^6, 
There  wove  no  deaths  from  non-respiratory  tuherculosis. 

It  will  he  seen  from  the  above  Table  that  there  were  10  new  cases  of 
pulmonary  tuherculosis  and  1 non-pulmonary  case,  (Figures  for  195^  were  12  and 
2),  The  continued  number  of  cases  notified  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  the 
incidence  of  tuherculosis  is  increasingj  hut  it  implies  that  fewer  cases 
remain  undetected. 

Satisfactory  housing  has  a considerable  effect  upon  the  recovery  of  cases 
of  tuherculosis  and,  where  necessary,  "points"  are  given  on  medical  grounds 
to  cases  if  tuherculosis  v;ho  are  applicants  fur  a council  house,  I continue 
to  he  extremely  grn,teful  to  the  Council  for  their  continued  sympathetic 
consideration  of  those  cases  and  to  yoior  Housing  Manager,  Mr,  H,  Byrne,  for 
his  close  co-operation  with  the  Health  Department, 
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Mass  X-ray  ~ 1957  Programme,  The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  of  the  Welsh 
Regional  Plospital  Board  visited  Flint  and  was  stationed  at  the  Clinic^ 
Borough  Grove  and  at  Bagillt,  Seven,  hundred  persons  (276  males , 424 
females)  were  examined.  No  definite  cases  of  tuhcrculosis  v/ere  founds 
hut  19  persons  required  further  supervision.  Chest  abnormalities 
were  founfl,  in  20  persons  (lO  males,  10  females).  The  Unit  visited 
many  factories  in  the  County  and  the  numbers  of  i)ersons  examined  arc  not 
included  in  the  above  figures.  School  children  of  13  years  and  over  are 
included  in  the  above  totals, 

B,C,G,  va.ccination  against  tuberculosis.  This  valuable  measure  in 
jprevention  of  tuberculosis  in  children  v/as  introduced  to  Flintshire 
schools  in  1956.  By  1957  the  service  was  working  viell.  Children  between 
13  and  16  years  are  skin  tested.  Those  showing  a negative  reaction  to  the 
tost  are  given  one  injection,  which  it  is  hoped  will  protect  them  for 
life,  At  the  Blessed  Richard  Gwyn  Roman  Catholic  School,  45  children 
wore  tested  and  28  received  the  necessary  injection.  At  Flint  Secondary 
Modern  School  95  were  tested  and  57  were  vaccinated,  all  without  any  ill 
effects.  Children  attending  Grammar  Schools  outside  the  area  were  also 
tested  and  treated.  This  procedi.ire  is  carried  out  only  with  the  consent  of 
the  parents. 


National  Assistance  Act,  1948  (Section  47 )• 

National  Assistance  (Amendment)  Act,  1951* 

(Removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons  in  need  of  care 
and  attention,) 

No  cases  were  dealt  with  under  these  Acts,  though  many  visits  were  made 
in  this  connection.  Supervision  of  aged  or  infirm  persons  is  carried  out  by 
the  Health  Visitors  and  by  members  of  the  Health  Department,  Where  removal 
to  hospital  is  necessary,  compulsory  pOT/ers  have  occasionally  to  be  used 
in  cases  where  the  patients  being  aged,  infirm,  physicadly  handicapped,  or 
unable  to  look  after  themselves,  refuse  to  enter  hospital.  These  measures 
are  used  as  a last  resort,  as  generally  persuasion  is  sufficient. 
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